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Call for applications: Two full-time postdoctoral fellowships in Sugarcane Biorefining 
 
 
The SARChI Research Chair in Sugarcane Biorefining has two postdoctoral fellowships available, 
starting 01 January 2027 or soonest thereafter, for a period of one year, with a possible renewal for a 
second year (subject to good performance and availability of funds). 
The SARChI Research Chair in Sugarcane Biorefining is conducting research covering aspects such as 
chemical fractionation and conversion of biomass to energy products, chemicals and materials, as well 
as supply chain, process and sustainability modelling, in support of the South African Sugar Value Chain 
Master Plan 2030. 
Interested individuals with an excellent academic track record and background in either of the 
following two areas, and fulfilling the respective requirements, may be considered. 
 
1. Lignin isolation, chemical characterisation and application in material production 

 PhD in Chemistry or Chemical Engineering (submitted, or awarded within the past 5 years) 
 Proven expertise in isolation, characterisation, and application of lignin in material production 
 Proven track record in technoeconomic modelling  

 
2. Method development for quantitation of analytes in small concentrations in complex matrices 

 PhD in Chemistry (submitted, or awarded within the past 5 years) 
 Proven expertise in analytical method development for analytes at low concentrations (e.g. 

SPME) and/or in complex matrices 
 Experience in HPLC-MS and/or GC-MS and/or expertise in life-cycle analysis is beneficial 

 
Candidates are expected to support the Chair in postgraduate supervision, teaching and general 
administration. They are expected to possess excellent team working and communication skills, and 
the ability to work independently towards agreed deliverables. Candidates having submitted their 
thesis and awaiting their graduation may apply (please provide proof of submission). Interested 
candidates are encouraged to send their full CV, inclusive of the contact details of three potential 
referees, lists of conference attendance, publications, and teaching experience, a motivation letter, 
record of transcripts and certificates to Prof. Anne Stark (starka@ukzn.ac.za) by 5th October 2026, 
with the subject line: PDF-UKZN-Biorefining. Suitable candidates can expect an invitation for an 
interview in October (online). Incumbents have to be willing to relocate to Durban. Applicants with 
foreign degrees must supply SAQA verification of qualifications to be eligible. We reserve the right to 
not fill the positions. 


