
The University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) is committed to Employment Equity. 

Applications are invited from UKZN postgraduate students.  

SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES DISCIPLINE OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES 
 

1 X RESEARCH ASSISTANT - (FIXED TERM APPOINTMENT-2 MONTHS) 
 

 
Minimum Requirements: 

• Master’s degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Pharmacology, Biotechnology, Biochemistry, 
Biomedical Sciences, or a related field. 

• Currently registered for a PhD and in the final stage of completing the PhD. 
• Minimum of 2 years’ experience in mammalian cell culture, including aseptic technique, cell 

maintenance, passaging, counting, cryopreservation, and thawing. 
• Demonstrated experience in MTT/cell viability and cytotoxicity assays and apoptosis testing. 
• Experience in nanomedicine/drug delivery-related in vitro studies, with good laboratory, 

organizational, and communication skills. 

Job description: 

• Assist with the day-to-day operation, maintenance, and organization of the NDDU cell culture lab, 
including preparation of media/reagents and maintenance of cell lines. 

• Perform cell culture, MTT/cell viability and cytotoxicity assays, apoptosis assays, and other 
relevant in vitro experiments supporting ongoing research. 

• Train and support postgraduate students in cell culture techniques, MTT assays, apoptosis testing, 
and good laboratory practices. 

• Maintain and review general laboratory documentation and records, including equipment, cell 
culture, reagent, experimental, and safety-related records. 

• Assist with general lab and research administration, including inventory/consumable monitoring, 
document organization, equipment records, and other related administrative duties required for the 
efficient running of the lab. 

 
The position is part-time, and payment will be made upon the submission of a monthly 

timesheet in accordance with the University’s rates for fixed-term appointments. 
 

Enquiries and details regarding this post may be directed to Prof T Govender, Discipline 
of Pharmaceutical Sciences, email: govenderth@ukzn.ac.za  

The closing date for receipt of applications is: Monday, 7 September 2026 

Applicants are required to submit a CV and a motivation letter that clearly indicates in a 
tabulated format how they meet the above 5 stated minimum requirements, to 
govenderth@ukzn.ac.za with the subject heading: NDDG Research Assistant Position 
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