Amilcar Cabral
Amílcar Cabral was born in the then Portuguese Colony, Guinea-Bissau, in 1924. His parents were from Cape Verde (an island off the coast, and also part of the colony), and when Cabral was a young child they returned to Cape Verde, where he went to a mission-run school. After school he was awarded a scholarship to study agronomy in Lisbon, Portugal. 

At university he met students from other Portuguese colonies in Africa, like Mozambique and Angola, and became involved in anti-colonial politics, as well as political discussions and organisations focused on resisting fascism in Portugal itself. (He also played soccer, being so good he was offered a place in Benfica! He refused.). He returned to Guinea-Bissau in 1952, using his first job as an agronomist doing agricultural census studies for the Portuguese colonial administration to learn in detail about the conditions and cultures of the people of Guinea-Bissau. He was ordered to leave the colony in 1955, and went to live in Angola.

In 1956 he founded the Partido Africano da Independecia da Guinea e Cabo Verde or PAIGC, which led the independence struggle in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde. In the same year, together with Mario de Andrade and Antonio Agostinho Neto, he formed the Movimento Popular Libertacao de Angola or MPLA. From 1963 until his assassination in 1973, Cabral led the PAIGC in an armed guerrilla war for independence, one of the most successful on the continent – by the time independence was unilaterally declared (eights months after his death), the PAIGC controlled most of Guinea-Bissau. 

During the independence struggle, Amílcar Cabral used his agronomy expertise to train his soldiers in food production methods so that they could sustain themselves alongside the people of the countryside – and also share labour and skills with the people for improved farming techniques. Cabral's PAIGC also ran a trading and barter system to bring basic goods to the people at lower prices than the colonial shops. 

But apart from his practical revolutionary skills, Cabral is considered to be an African thinker and theoretician on a par with Frantz Fanon. Fidel Castro called him “one of the most brilliant leaders in Africa”. His work helps theorise culture; the State; social change; and revolution. In addition, throughout his life, Cabral remained deeply interested in education – his father had been an elementary school teacher – and whilst he was a student in Lisbon he had attempted to start a night school in Cape Verde (but was prohibited from so doing). Cabral believed that it was essential that ordinary people understood what was going on, and saw Portugal's failure to provide any meaningful education in the colony as deliberate. Thus education was an important part of the PAIGC's programme from the start, and the movement set up schools in the areas they controlled. After his death, the PAIGC leadership invited Paulo Freire to help them develop a national literacy campaign. Freire visited Guinea-Bissau several times, and immersed himself in Cabral's writings. He later wrote this up as Letters to Guinea-Bissau: Pedagogy in Process. Freire frequently acknowledged that his emphasis on the importance of culture was derived from Cabral's ideas.   
