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Nontsizi Mgqwetho: The Poet of the People (1919-1929) By Dr. Thulani Mkhize
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JOIN US FOR AN INSIGHTFUL DISCUSSION CELEBRATING THE LIFE, WORK, AND LEGACY OF ONE
OF SOUTH AFRICA’S MOST COMPELLING EARLY POETS, NONTSIZI MGQWETHO. ENGAGE WITH THE
AUTHOR AND GAIN DEEPER PERSPECTIVES ON THIS IMPORTANT LITERARY CONTRIBUTION.

AUTHOR AND GUEST SPEAKER

Dr. Thulani Mkhize is a Senior Lecturer in English Studies, with a special focus on African literature in
historical newspapers. She holds an MA in English Literature and a PhD in African Language Studies
(Literature), both from Rhodes University. She is an Andrew Mellon Foundation Scholar, and was the
Editor-in-Chief of the South African Journal of African Languages from 2020 until 2023. She served as the
Academic Leader for Literary Arts at the University of KwaZulu-Natal from 2022 - 2025. Her most recent
publications include co-editing African Literature: Beyond the Western Gaze (2024) and her monograph
titled Nontsizi Mgqwetho: The Poet of the People (2025, UKZN Press).

FACILITATOR

Dr. Mphumeleli Ngidi is a lecturer in the School of Arts and the Head of the Department of Historical
Studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. His research and expertise focus on inter-race relations and
identities in KwaZulu-(Natal), forced removals and land dispossession, sport and Zulu history. Dr. Ngidi
has presented at several regional, national and international conferences and has published several
articles in peer-reviewed journals.

INSPIRING GREATNESS
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