2 March 2026
RESEARCH DIVISION COMMUNIQUÉ
CALL FOR PROPOSALS: GLOBAL CHANGE SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH PROGRAMME (GCSSRP)

Dear Staff
PLEASE NOTE: INTERNAL CLOSING DATE- 20 April 2026
Applications must be submitted electronically on the NRF Connect system at https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za/
[bookmark: _Hlk221175212]FOCUS AREAS
It is a targeted call for Transdisciplinary research focussed on the following themes as identified within the GCSSRP Concept Document, primarily addressing the following: 
· Global change system, social and sustainability transformations; 
· Transformations in development, economics, technologies and practices for advancing sustainability and social justice in a global change context; 
· Global change and transformative social learning, multi-dimensional meanings and values; 
· Global change, transformative social movements and social system change; Transforming institutions for responding to global change challenges and opportunities – politics, governance and institutions. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
· Partnerships among individual researchers representing targeted institutions are required. Only researchers at NRF recognised research institutions in South Africa are eligible to apply as principal investigators.
· The principal investigator (i.e. the applicant) must be an active academic researcher who takes intellectual responsibility for the conception of the project, its strategic decision and the communication of results. 
· A co-investigator(s) is an active academic researcher who provides significant commitment, intellectual input and the relevant expertise into the design and implementation of the knowledge production process and application, and will be involved in, all or at least some well-defined knowledge production activities within the scope of the proposal 
· Collaborators are individuals or groups who are anticipated to make relatively small but meaningful contribution(s) to the knowledge production endeavours outlined in the proposal. Post-doctoral fellows, students, technical and support staff may NOT be listed as principal OR co-investigators. 

PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS

· All proposals must demonstrate the relationship and contribution to further development of the research identified in the Global Change Social Science Research Programme Concept Note. 
· All proposals must explicitly state the relevance and/or implications of the proposed research on social development (broadly defined) whether scientific or societal in scope. 
· Projects must include a collaborative team from a minimum of three institutions, the participation of at least one HDI in the team is a requirement. 
· Project teams must include at least 4 emerging researchers (younger than 40 at the time of application) and ensure adequate mentorship and involvement as necessary. 
·  Projects must include postgraduate training. 
· The funding of technical expertise cannot exceed 30% of the proposal budget.
· Projects must identify specific users of the knowledge and information generated, and engage them from the outset. 
· Projects must clearly state the impact of the project on understanding and adaptation/mitigation of global change. 
· Projects must be demonstrably and explicitly aligned with one of the focus areas identified.
·  Post-doctoral fellows, Students, technical and Support staff are not eligible to apply. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
· Letters from all team members (co-investigators and collaborators) confirming their participation and role in the proposed knowledge production process.
For further queries kindly contact: Mrs Patricia Ngwenya at ngwenyap@ukzn.ac.za or call Ext 3273 COPYING Ms Nondumiso Radebe at radeben4@ukzn.ac.za or call Ext 8431 

Issued by the University Research Division
