6 February 2026
RESEARCH DIVISION COMMUNIQUÉ
 CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: KNOWLEDGE INTERCHANGE AND COLLABORATION (KIC) 2026

Dear Staff
BOTH INTERNAL AND NRF CLOSING DATE – 06 March 2026
Applications must be submitted electronically on the NRF Connect system at https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za/
PLEASE NOTE: This call is for support for travel and training activity taking place from 01 July 2026 to 31December 2026

Kindly refer to the attached for more details 
TYPES OF SUPPORT
· Travel Grants for Individual Researchers (including attendance and participation in virtual events)
The applicants in this category are the individual South Africa-based researchers (emerging or established researchers) travelling either locally or internationally
 
· Visiting Foreign Researcher
The applicants in this category are South Africa-based researchers requesting funding to host research leaders from abroad for a short period (up to three weeks) in South Africa in order to enrich local expertise in their field.
 
· Africa Interaction
The applicants in this category are South Africa-based researchers intending to visit universities/research organisations/researchers in other African countries in order to build capacity and to promote future collaboration, and/or to strengthen existing collaborations OR host experts from other African countries.
 
· Support for Local Scientific Events
The applicants in this category are South Africa-based researchers requesting financial support to organise or host scientific events with a minimum of 50 participants for workshops and a minimum of 150 for local conferences.
WHO MAY APPLY?
1. PhD students (through their supervisors) registered at public South African institutions;
2. NRF Funded Postdoctoral Fellows
3. Researchers who are full-time employees or on a fixed-term contract at any of the following institutions are eligible to apply:
· South African universities/universities of technology.
· Recognised research institutions such as national facilities.
· Museums.
· Science councils
The applicants must be in possession of at least a PhD degree.
IMPORTANT TO NOTE: PhD students (through their supervisor) who cannot apply for a travel grant through their NRF Scholarships and Fellowships award, and who are registered at a South African public university. These students can only apply for travel grants for individuals.
NB: Applicants are advised to remove the CAMPUSES from which they are based when completing their applications and ONLY select University of KwaZulu-Natal.
For further queries, kindly contact: Ms Nondumiso Radebe at radeben4@ukzn.ac.za or call Ext 8431 COPYING Ms Patricia Ngwenya at ngwenyap@ukzn.ac.za or call Ext 3273

Issued by the University Research Division
