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ROLES AND SCOPE OF PEER EDUCATION
INTRODUCTION
Peer Education is peer-to-peer education provided individually or in groups depending on the situation and program being undertaken. Peer-to-peer interaction is much more accepted, and peer education forms the backbone of the program on HIV and AIDS and other related issues. Word of mouth is a powerful way to communicate directly with people, and peer education has a better impact. If each one reached about 5 other people, positive messages on responsible behaviour could improve lives.
ROLE OF THE PEER EDUCATOR
The UKZN HIV and AIDS Programme has summarized the roles and responsibilities of the Peer Educator as follows:
1. Conduct formal, small-group discussions about health and wellness, including sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR)
2. Organize group discussions with peers about lifestyle and behaviour change
3. Hold regular weekly meetings. Plus, supporting & attending other campus programs 
4. Distribute educational materials on and off campus 
5. Display posters and other educational materials
6. Present screenings (social media platforms)
7. Design or develop educational materials
8. Perform in Peer education dramas
9. Participate in special events, e.g., Orientation, World AIDS Day, STI’S and condom week, World TB Day etc.
10. Participating in media coverage of peer education work
11. Be engaged in activities to motivate and support behavior change and build skills
· Talk to peers one on one.
· Teach peers how to do personal risk assessments
· Teach peers how to negotiate safer practices (including condom use)
· Recommend or refer peers for HIV/STI and related counselling & testing
· Suggest referral sources to specialist services of relevance to the needs of the person being dealt with for support and information that is more substantial 
12. Abide by the UKZN Peer Education Code of Conduct and the Confidentiality Policy
13. If available, assist with reception services/man the office at the Campus HIV & AIDS Support Unit (CHASU)/testing Centre as required while the counsellor or Health Promoter is busy with other issues 
14. Assist with physically bringing CHASU branding materials together, e.g., tables & banners to and from CHASU to the venue, whenever there is a program or campaign on campus like the First Things First Campaigns and others
15. Implement, record, and submit monthly reports of weekly implemented activities to keep track of work undertaken
16. Attend Peer Educator training workshops, campaigns, and programs
17. A Peer educator is OBLIGATED to Wear CHASU/Peer Education branding materials whenever performing a Peer Education activity, e.g., a T-shirt, etc.
18. A Peer Educator is also obligated to indicate in advance if they cannot attend meetings and workshops for planning purposes
19. Peer Educators are expected to work collectively with the HIV & AIDS Programme team, especially on their campus of study, for effective process management and success of events, campaigns, res talks, etc. – correspondence and Peer Education applications must also be submitted to the campus where the Peer Educator is daily
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	Location 
	Health Promoters
	Extension(s) 

	Edgewood College
	Edgewood Clinic – Wellness Centre 
	Mr. Kenneth Qalaza
Qalazakl@ukzn.ac.za
	031 260 8283/ 3649

	Howard College
	Opposite Townley Williams Res
	Ms. Noxolo Batembu 
Batembu@ukzn.ac.za
	031 260 8661/ 3563

	Medical School
	Med Sch. Clinic – Main Bldg. – 2nd Floor Room 272 
	Ms. Silindile Shamase 
ShamaseS@ukzn.ac.za

	031 260 1670/ 4185

	Westville
	Campus Clinic E- Block 
	Ms. Pinky Mnyaka
Mnyaka@ukzn.ac.za
	031 260 7104  

	Pietermaritzburg
	Student Union Building-1st Floor Room F25
	Mrs. Snikeziwe Mkhize Ndlovu 
Mkhizes@ukzn.ac.za

	033 260 5281/ 6059/6110

	UKZN HIV & AIDS Programme Admin Assistant 
	R288, 2nd Floor Main Building 
Medical School
	Ms. Nomthandazo Makhanya
Makhanyan@ukzn.ac.za
	031 260 4185/ 1670
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INSPIRING GREATNESS




