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The University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) is committed to Employment Equity with the intention to promote representivity within the Institution. Preference will be given to applicants from the designated groups in accordance with our Employment Equity Plan

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, ENGINEERING AND SCIENCE

RESEARCH ASSISTANT – SANITATION (2 POSITIONS) 
(3 MONTH FIXED-TERM APPOINTMENT - PART-TIME) 
WATER SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH) RESEARCH & DEVELOMENT CENTRE 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 
HOWARD COLLEGE CAMPUS 
REFERENCE: WASH 2/2026
 
The WASH R&D Centre is a transdisciplinary research and development hub in Africa that produces next-generation solutions for global water and sanitation challenges. Housed in the School of Engineering, the WASH R&D Centre is a recognised leader in WASH Research, Development and Innovation with high impact to water, sanitation, hygiene, and food security needs in Africa and globally. 
 
The Assessment of Faecal Exposure Pathways in Low Income Urban and Peri-Urban Communities in Durban, South Africa is a study aims to assess public health risks associated with poor sanitation. Assessing public health risks from poor sanitation is a challenge for many cities, governments and institutions. The SaniPath methodology will be used for assessing the risks of exposure to faecal contamination in the environment through a combination of behavioural and microbiological data from 6 different communities in the eThekwini Metropolitan Area. Environmental microbiology data samples that will be collected include municipal drinking water, bathing water, surface water, drain water, flood water, ocean water, raw produce, soil, street food, and swabs from public toilet surfaces. Behavioural exposure data will be collected through key informant interviews, household surveys, community group surveys, and school surveys. 

The project is looking to employ two research assistants who will work as part of a transdisciplinary team in conducting surveys and collecting environmental samples in the case study communities, translating research materials, contributing to the design of data collection tools, and facilitating local community stakeholder engagements.  
 
Minimum Requirements: 
· Postgraduate qualification (preferable in Social Sciences)
· 2 years relevant experience working in a research environment 
· Knowledge of sanitation systems  
· Experience conducting research in informal settlements and rural communities
· Fluency in IsiZulu and English 
[bookmark: _Hlk220054307]
The positions are part-time and payment will be made upon the submission of a monthly timesheet in accordance to the University’s rates for fixed term appointments. 

The closing date for receipt of applications is 6 February 2026
Applicants are required to complete the SUPPORT application form which is available on the Vacancies website at www.ukzn.ac.za. Completed forms, and any queries may be sent to Lungi Ndlela on email ndlelal1@ukzn.ac.za



The University reserves the right not to make an appointment to this advertisement
Kindly note that the University of KwaZulu-Natal (“the University”) is required to process any Personal Information (as defined by the Protection of Personal Act, 2013 “POPIA”) submitted by candidates when applying for positions at the University. The University will endeavour to ensure that the appropriate security measures are in place and implemented for both electronic and paper-based formats that are used for processing of the personal information recorded through this recruitment and selection process. We refer you to the University’s relevant Section 18 notice athttp://vacancies.ukzn.ac.za/Libraries/General_Documents/Section_18_Notice_-
_Employees_and_Potential_Employees.sflb.ashx











































WASH R&D Centre (Howard College Campus) Discipline of Chemical Engineering, School of Engineering College of Agriculture, Engineering & Science
Postal Address: University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban 4041, South Africa
Telephone: +27 (0)31 260 3375 (office)/+27 (0)72 425 2741 (cell/mobile) Email: washcentre@ukzn.ac.za Website:
washcentre.ukzn.ac.za
Founding Campuses:	 Edgewood	 Howard College	 Medical School	 Pietermaritzburg	 Westville
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