22 January 2026
RESEARCH DIVISION COMMUNIQUÉ
SECOND REMINDER: SUBMISSION OF NRF 2025 PROGRESS REPORTS 

Dear Staff
NB: BOTH INTERNAL AND NRF CLOSING DATE IS – 16 FEBRUARY 2026 
Please be advised that the NRF Connect System (https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za/) is now open for the submission of 2025 Progress Reports (PRs).
Motivations for the Carry Forward of unspent funds should be submitted in the financials section of the Progress Report.
1. Progress Reports for Grantholders/Freestanding Students/Postdoctoral Fellows
To complete Progress Reports on the NRF Connect System, please follow the steps below:
Step 1:
Log in to the NRF Connect System at https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za using your ORCID ID and password.
NB: Before you attempt to complete your Progress Report, please ensure that your CV is updated.
Step 2:
· Go to -My Applications 
· Select -Applications. 
· Under the list of applications, you will see the category(ies) in which you have active applications.
· Click the plus (+) icon next to the category that has “PR Available” displayed
· You will see your application reference number, and next to it, you will find the option to “Create Progress Report".
· Click Create progress report.
· You will be asked to confirm whether you want to create a new progress report for your application. Click Yes.
· Complete all compulsory and, where applicable, non-compulsory sections of the Progress Report (PR) form. Please note that all compulsory fields (*) must be completed before the system will allow you to proceed to the next step.
· Click on the Submit button (Note: Once the Report is submitted, it cannot be edited)
· NB: You must click the SUBMIT button for your Progress Report to be sent to the institution

IMPORTANT: For any queries, clarification, or assistance with system-related challenges, please contact the NRF Support Desk at supportdesk@nrf.ac.za  and COPY the relevant Institutional Designated Authorities as outlined below:
1. For Progress Reports submitted by students:
Copy Ms Hlengiwe Zondo (zondoH@ukzn.ac.za ) and Mr Abongile Mpofu (MpofuA@ukzn.ac.za ).
2. For Progress Reports submitted by researchers and Postdoctoral Fellows:
Copy Ms Patricia Ngwenya (ngwenyap@ukzn.ac.za ) and Ms Nondumiso Radebe ( radeben4@ukzn.ac.za )
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