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SOUTH AFRICA / SOUTH KOREA JOINT SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH COLLABORATION

CALL FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS (2014)

INTERNAL CLOSING DATE: 25 August 2014

Following the bilateral agreement on cooperation between South Africa and the Republic of South Korea in science and technology which was signed in the Republic of Korea in February 2004, a Joint Committee Meeting was held in Seoul, South Korea in October 2013. During the meeting, joint projects for implementation were agreed in the following four main priority areas for science and technology collaboration, namely: biotechnology, nanotechnology, hydrogen and information and communication technology (ICT).
In terms of this agreement, we are pleased herewith to present you with the guidelines for submission of proposals for joint research projects involving South African and South Korean researchers, and invite all local researchers wishing to participate to submit their proposals by the due date. 
Aims of the Programme

· To contribute to scientific advancement in both countries through the funding of joint research activities in specified research fields;

· To provide an opportunity for young researchers in the two countries to meet and interact;

· To support the advancement of basic research;

· To contribute meaningfully to research capacity development.

Areas of Cooperation

Funding will be made available for conducting joint research projects only, and only in the following identified priority areas:

· Bio-technology  
· Nano-technology

· Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
· Hydrogen and fuel cells
Who may apply?
South Africa: This call is open to permanently employed researchers residing in South Africa and affiliated with a recognised higher education or research institution such as a university, university of technology or science council. An application must designate two Principal Investigators (PIs), one in South Africa and one in South Korea, who will bear the main responsibility for the project including its technical and administrative coordination as well as scientific and financial reporting. The South African PI should preferably be in possession of a PhD. An application for the same research activity must in addition be submitted to the NRF of South Korea by the Korean PI in order for joint funding to be considered. 
South Korea: The eligible applicants will be defined in accordance with the national regulation of the Korean side.
How do I apply?
South Africa: Applicants can apply by following the steps below:

· Applications must be submitted through an online application process to the NRF by accessing the link: https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/
· Register/Login using your ID number and password

· Go to “My applications” and select “create new application”

· Select the call for which you are applying for: SA-South Korea Call for 2014

· Remember to complete all sections of the application as indicated on the online application form

· Please attach the necessary documents in PDF file in the following order: CV of partner, Budget of partner and the signed page of partner

· Remember to submit your application on completion

· Complete applications will go to the host university for verification before being forwarded to the NRF for further processing

· Incomplete applications will not be considered

· Applications that do not meet the eligibility criteria will not be considered (please refer to call document for details on eligibility)

· Please contact the university research office if you have any queries

Please note:

Applications submitted outside the NRF Submission system will not be accepted. No hard copies will be accepted and will automatically be disqualified by the NRF. Only applications endorsed by the research office or its equivalent at higher education or research institutions will be accepted. 
South Korea: Applicants can apply through an online application process to the NRF by accessing the link: http://ernd.nrf.re.kr/. 
The onus is on the applicant to find their own research partner. Proposals must be received in both South Korea and South Africa. Proposals which have only been received in either South Africa or South Korea, but not both countries, will not be considered for funding. The call process is highly competitive therefore application does not guarantee funding. The evaluation of applications from both countries should have positive ratings before consideration for funding. Neither the NRF of South Africa nor NRF of South Korea will be held responsible for non-submission of the application in the partner country. 

Which activities may I apply for?

According to the South Africa / South Korea agreement, funding will be made available for the following joint research activities:

· Meetings of various forms, such as those of experts, to discuss and exchange information on scientific and technological aspects of general or specific subjects and to identify research and development projects and programmes that may be usefully undertaken on a cooperative basis;

· Exchange of information on activities, policies, practices and laws and regulations concerning scientific and technological research and development;

· Visits and exchanges of scientists, technical personnel or other experts on general or specific subjects;

· Organisation of joint workshops, symposia and seminars;

The following may NOT be funded from the NRF South Africa allocation: 

· Consultant’s fees

· Educational expenses (scholarships, etc.) 

· Large equipment

· Project management fees

· Publication costs

· Salaries and temporary staff fees 

All other expenses, including operational running costs and research materials, may be financed from the allocation accorded in terms of this call. 

How much may I apply for?

South Africa: The total amount of funding requested should not exceed R800.000. Funding will be made available for a maximum of two years, to be paid in annual instalments (R400.000 per year). Note that both the scientific and financial reporting on the project is an OBLIGATORY condition of funding in subsequent years. 
South Korea: The total amount of funding is 80,000,000KRW per project for two years. This means that each Korean PI receives 40,000,000KRW per project a year.
Please note that a total of five joint projects will be funded for this call. 
How are applications evaluated?

Following the closing date indicated below, applications will be submitted to both a postal and panel review by recognised local experts. The experts will evaluate each proposal based on the following criteria: 

· Scientific and technical merit

· Suitability and feasibility

· International significance 

· Value addition by the collaboration / national priority

· Possible impact of the research

· Potential for promoting equity and redress

· Student involvement / capacity building
South Korea: The evaluation criteria will be devised in accordance with the national regulation of the Korean side.
Note that proposals demonstrating strong elements of capacity building, particularly among historically disadvantaged institutions, will be favourably regarded by the South African side. 

Following local evaluation, a shortlist of projects to be funded will be constituted in consultation with the NRF South Korea based on the results of the evaluations done in both countries. The NRF undertakes to execute the evaluation and selection process as quickly as possible so as to notify applicants of the results timeously. As such applicants are urged not to expect notification by a certain date, nor to make concrete logistical arrangements before having been thus notified.  The nature of the bilateral process requires both parties to align the commencement of each phase of the process with their foreign partners.

When is the closing date for applications?

All applications must be submitted by 1 September 2014 to both the NRF South Africa (by the South African applicants) and the NRF South Korea by the South Korean applicants. Applications received after this date will not be considered for funding.
When is the start date of the research?
After completing all processes from the assessment to the mutual discussion for final selection, the joint research will start from December 1, 2014 under the 2014 budget.
Where can I obtain more information?

For South Africa:




For South Korea:
Ms. Nombuso Madonda




Ms. Jihye Shin
National Research Foundation (South Africa)


National Research Foundation (Republic of Korea)                                          

Overseas Cooperation   




Africa & Development Cooperation Programs


Tel: +27 (0) 12 481 4285




Tel:  +82-2-3460-5703            



Fax: +27 (0) 12 481 4044




Fax: +82-2-3460-5709
             
Email: nombuso.madonda@nrf.ac.za 
  

E-mail: sophie1207@nrf.re.kr 
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