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UKZN BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE
APPLICATION FOR ETHICS APPROVAL 
For research with human participants (Biomedical)

INFORMED CONSENT RESOURCE TEMPLATE
Note to researchers:  Notwithstanding the need for scientific and legal accuracy, every effort should be made to produce a consent document that is as linguistically clear and simple as possible, without omitting important details as outlined below. Certified translated versions (if applicable) will be required once the original version is approved.
There are specific circumstances where witnessed verbal consent might be acceptable, and circumstances where individual informed consent may be waived by BREC.

Information Sheet and Consent to Participate in Research
Date: August 2025
Dear Students
My name is Ms. Kusaselihle Abongile Zungu (Student number: 222009066 from the Department of Clinical Anatomy, UKZN. My supervisor is Prof L Lazarus from the same department. Our contact details are: 222009066@stu.ukzn.ac.za and ramsaroopl@ukzn.ac.za, respectively.
You are being invited to consider voluntary participation in a study that involves research on “Perspectives of Anatomy students on the use of 3D-printed models compared to cadaveric specimens.” The aim and purpose of this research is to quantitatively assess and compare undergraduate anatomy students’ perceptions regarding the use of 3D-printed anatomical models versus cadaveric bone specimens in anatomy education. The study is expected to enroll 190 students from UKZN. These students will be enrolled in Anatomy courses for 2025. It will involve the following procedures: Participants will complete a pre-exposure questionnaire to assess their baseline understanding and perceptions of 3D-printed bones. Students will then be expected to engage with the material followed by a post-exposure questionnaire. The duration of your participation if you choose to enroll and remain in the study is expected to be 15 minutes per questionnaire. The study is funded by the School of Medicine. The study does not pose any risk or discomfort to the participants. We hope that the study will integrate the use of 3D printed material into the curriculum as there are large student numbers and scarce cadaveric and osteological material available. 

This study has been ethically reviewed and approved by the UKZN Biomedical research Ethics Committee (approval number BREC/00008995/2025). Please note that the study does not incur any cost on you part. All responses will be treated with confidentiality. No names of students nor their responses will be linked. Only descriptive data will be extracted and reported.  
In the event of any problems or concerns/questions you may contact the researcher at the contact details provided above, or the UKZN Biomedical Research Ethics Committee, contact details as follows: 

BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH ETHICS ADMINISTRATION

Research Office, Westville Campus

Govan Mbeki Building

Private Bag X 54001 
Durban 
4000

KwaZulu-Natal, SOUTH AFRICA

Tel: 27 31 2602486 Email: BREC@ukzn.ac.za 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DECLARATION OF CONSENT (Edit as required)
I _________________have been informed about the study entitled “Perspectives of Anatomy students on the use of 3D-printed models compared to cadaveric specimens” by Ms. Kusaselihle Abongile Zungu. 
I understand the purpose and procedures of the study. I have been given an opportunity to answer questions (via two questionnaires) about the study and have had answers to my satisfaction. I declare that my participation in this study is entirely voluntary and that I may withdraw at any time without affecting any treatment or care that I would usually be entitled to. I have been informed about any available compensation or medical treatment if injury occurs to me as a result of study-related procedures. If I have any further questions/concerns or queries related to the study I understand that I may contact the researcher at 222009066@stu.ukzn.ac.za. If I have any questions or concerns about my rights as a study participant, or if I am concerned about an aspect of the study or the researchers then I may contact:
____________________    

____________________
Signature of Participant                            Date

____________________ 

_____________________
Signature of Witness                                Date

(Where applicable)     

____________________ 

_____________________
Signature of Translator                            Date

(Where applicable)
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH ETHICS ADMINISTRATION

Research Office, Westville Campus

Govan Mbeki Building
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