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UKZN HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE (HSSREC)
APPLICATION FOR ETHICS APPROVAL 

For research with human participants 

INFORMED CONSENT 

Information Sheet and Consent to Participate in Research

Date:……………………………………………….
My name is Bongiwe Lengoba (Student no. 220085630) under the supervision of Professor Anna Meyer-Weitz. I am conducting this study for my Master of Social Science Psychology Degree in the Discipline of Psychology, School of Applied Human Sciences.

You are being invited to consider participating in a study with the main aim to explore students’ views about cyber bullying and the likely consequences of cyber bullying on university students’ psychosocial health and academic performance. This study will also provide some suggestions on how to manage cyber bullying at a university level and ways to support students who experience cyber bullying.  
The study is expected to enroll ten to fifteen participants. In depths interviews will be conducted online via Microsoft Teams or in person at the Howard College Campus. The interview is expected to last between 45 and 60 minutes. 
This study has been ethically reviewed and approved by the UKZN Humanities and Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee (00007731/2024).

In the event of any problems or concerns/questions you may contact the researcher at  220085630@stu.ukzn.ac.za or the UKZN Humanities & Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee, contact details as follows: 

HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH ETHICS ADMINISTRATION 

Research Office, Westville Campus

Govan Mbeki Building

Private Bag X 54001 
Durban 
4000

KwaZulu-Natal, SOUTH AFRICA

Tel: 27 31 2604557- Fax: 27 31 2604609

Email: HSSREC@ukzn.ac.za   

It is important to note the following:
· Participation in the study will be voluntary and you may terminate participation at any point in time and the data you provided before terminating your voluntary participation will be disregarded by deleting your information. 

· In the event that you experience emotional distress resulting from your participation in the study, the Student Counselling services on Howard College will be able to assist. I will also provide you with the free 24-hour helpline of the South African Depression and Anxiety Group. 
· The data you provide will be anonymous and confidential as pseudonmys will be used in reporting the data and no personal information will be made available in the research process and thereafter. The information you provide in the audio-recordings and the written research data will be safely stored so that no one apart from the relevant members of the research team will be able to access them in any way. 

· Data will also be stored in electronic format on password protected laptops by the researcher and my supervisor. The Discipline of Psychology will store the data for a period of five years and will then be destroyed. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONSENT (Edit as required)

I ……………………………….(Name) have been informed about the study entitled: The influences of Cyber bullying on the psychological well-being of students at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa: Qualitative inquiry as conducted  by Bongiwe Lengoba (Student No.  220085630)
I understand the purpose and procedures of the study, the main purpose of the study is to explore students’ views about cyber bullying and the likely consequences of cyber bullying on university students’ psychosocial health and academic performance. This study will also provide some suggestions on how to manage cyber bullying at a university level and ways to support students who experience cyber bullying.  

The study will use in-dept interviews which will take place at UKZN Howard College Campus or online through Microsoft Teams or Zoom for a duration of about 45 – 60 minutes. 
I declare that I have been provided with the assurance that:
· I declare that my participation in this study is entirely voluntary and that I may withdraw at any time without affecting any of the benefits that I usually am entitled to.

· I have been informed that there will be no compensation for participating as the study is purely for academic purposes.

· I have been informed about the availability of psychological support by Student Counselling Services; CHUM chum.studentsupport@ukzn.ac.za; CLMS Clmssss@ukzn.ac.za; CHS chs.sss@ukzn.ac.za; CAES aessupport@ukzn.ac.za on Howard College, the 24-HOUR TOLL-FREE EMERGENCY HELPLINE of the South African Depression and Anxiety Group:  Crisis Helpline 0800 567 567 and Lifeline helpline: 0861 322 322 to contact if required as a result of study-related procedures.  
· I have been informed that the interviews will be recorded, and data securely stored to ensure accurate analysis and documentation of participants' responses for research purposes.
· I have been informed that all information provided will be anonymous and confidential and used for research purposes only
· If I have any further questions/concerns or queries related to the study, I understand that I may contact the researcher at 220085630@stu.ukzn.ac.za or 064 776 4950.

· If I have any questions or concerns about my rights as a study participant, or if I am concerned about an aspect of the study or the researchers then I may contact:
HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH ETHICS ADMINISTRATION

Research Office, Westville Campus

Govan Mbeki Building

Private Bag X 54001 
Durban 
4000

KwaZulu-Natal, SOUTH AFRICA

Tel: 27 31 2604557 - Fax: 27 31 2604609

Email: HSSREC@ukzn.ac.za 
Additional consent, where applicable

I hereby provide consent to:

Audio-record my interview
YES / NO
____________________    

____________________
Signature of Participant                            Date

____________________ 

_____________________
Signature of Witness                                Date

(Where applicable)     

____________________ 

_____________________
Signature of Translator                            Date

(Where applicable)
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