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UKZN HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE (HSSREC)
APPLICATION FOR ETHICS APPROVAL 

For research with human participants 

INFORMED CONSENT RESOURCE TEMPLATE
Information Sheet and Consent to Participate in Research

Date:

Greeting Academic Staff Member,
My name is Vuyo Irvin Masuku, I am currently registered for the Masters program in Industrial Organisational Psychology at the University of KwaZulu Natal, Howard Campus. My contact details are 216075621@stu.ukzn.ac.za or 081 554 4657.
You are being invited to consider participating in a study that involves research on transitioning to remote teaching during the pandemic as part of my completion of the Masters degree (dissertation). This research aims to explore the sudden transition from face-to-face teaching to remote teaching from the perspective of academic staff members. The study is expected to enroll at least eight participants at the University of KwaZulu Natal. It will involve the following procedures: 

· An Introduction of myself as the researcher and an overview of the study 
· Informed Consent 

· A semi-structured virtual interview between researcher and participant, with no right or wrong answers.

· The duration of your participation, if you choose to enroll and remain in the study, is expected to be 30-60 minutes.
There are no potential risks to your participation in the interview. However, your participation and any shared personal information will be kept confidential. To ensure your anonymity, I will make use of false names or numbers to represent the names of participants. Certain information provided must be beneficial to the study. The information will be stored in a secured location for five years, after which it will be destroyed. The study will provide no direct benefits to participants; however, your participation may assist with generating knowledge and a greater understanding of the academic staff members' perspectives on remote teaching in South African higher institutions. 
This study has been ethically reviewed and approved by the UKZN Humanities and Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee (approval number_____).

In the event of any problems or concerns/questions you may contact the researcher at 216075621@stu.ukzn.ac.za or the UKZN Humanities & Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee, contact details as follows: 

HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH ETHICS ADMINISTRATION 
Research Office, Westville Campus

Govan Mbeki Building

Private Bag X 54001 
Durban 
4000

KwaZulu-Natal, SOUTH AFRICA

Tel: 27 31 2604557- Fax: 27 31 2604609

Email: HSSREC@ukzn.ac.za   

Participation in this research is voluntary and participants may withdraw participation at any point. In the event of refusal/withdrawal of participation, the participants will not incur a penalty or loss of treatment or other benefits to which they are normally entitled. The researcher is unlikely to terminate the participant from the study.
The cost might be incurred by participants as a result of participation in the study with their time. There are no incentives or reimbursements for participation in the study and the researcher will meet the academic staff member via provided online platform. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONSENT 

I                                                           (Full names of participant) have been informed about the study entitled “Transitioning from face to face to online teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic: Experiences of lecturers at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal” by Vuyo Irvin Masuku.
I understand the purpose and procedures of the study “Transitioning from face to face to online teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic: Experiences of lecturers at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal.”
I have been given an opportunity to answer questions about the study and have had answers to my satisfaction.

I declare that my participation in this study is entirely voluntary and that I may withdraw at any time without affecting any of the benefits that I usually am entitled to.

I have been informed about any available compensation or medical treatment if injury occurs to me as a result of study-related procedures.
If I have any further questions/concerns or queries related to the study, I understand that I may contact the researcher at 216075621@stu.ukzn.ac.za .
If I have any questions or concerns about my rights as a study participant, or if I am concerned about an aspect of the study or the researchers then I may contact:
HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH ETHICS ADMINISTRATION

Research Office, Westville Campus

Govan Mbeki Building

Private Bag X 54001 
Durban 
4000

KwaZulu-Natal, SOUTH AFRICA

Tel: 27 31 2604557 - Fax: 27 31 2604609

Email: HSSREC@ukzn.ac.za 
Additional consent, where applicable

I hereby provide consent to:

Audio-record my interview discussion
YES / NO

Video-record my interview discussion
YES / NO

____________________    

____________________
Signature of Participant                            Date
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