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LETTER OF INFORMATION
Title of the Research Study: The adoption of E-Learning as a remote teaching and learning methodology in the tertiary institutions during covid-19: A case study of the University of KwaZulu Natal
Principal researcher: Siphamandla Handsome Nyathikazi
Co-Investigator/s/supervisor/s: Dr. S. Parbanath
Brief Introduction and Purpose of the Study: The study will be based at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, and its focus will be investigating whether the academics were ready for the adoption of E-Learning as a remote teaching and learning methodology in the tertiary institutions during covid-19 A random sample will be selected from the academic staff from the Colleges of this institution. 
This study probes into the challenges making it hard to implement the E-learning in its full capacity. Consequentially the research will be a case study at the University of KwaZulu Natal.  A mixed method of both quantitative and qualitative research methodology approach will be adopted in this study. The academic staff of the University of KwaZulu-Natal is the population of the study, and the formula to constitute the sample of the study will be adopted.
Good day  Prof/Dr/Adv/Mr/Mrs/Ms…………………………………………
I am a student at DUT doing research for my degree in Master of Information and Communications Technology and I would like to invite you to participate in the research as explained above. Herein under, is the questionnaire that you will be requested to fill in. Please note that this is at your free will exercise and you are free to withdraw from the study as and when you wish.

You must also understand that answering of the questionnaire bears no costs to both the researcher and the respondent. You are free to discuss the contents of this letter with your family, if need be for further explanation you can contact any of the people whose contact details are provided at the bottom of the letter.
What is Research (Research is a systematic search or enquiry for generalized new knowledge) 

This is a case study based at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. It endeavors to provide insight into whether the academics of the institution were ready for the adoption of E-Learning as a remote teaching and learning methodology in the tertiary institutions during covid-19. You will be requested to answer a questionnaire of both closed and open-ended questions. The questionnaire will take about ten to fifteen minutes to complete, and confidentiality of your identity is hereby guaranteed. You have the right to remain anonymous if you choose to do so. Moreover, all information obtained for purposes of this research will be kept confidentially and none will be identifiable with any of the respondents.
In the event that you become interested in the results of the study, such information can be disseminated to the individual participants.  
Persons to contact in the Event of Any Problems or Queries: Please contact the researcher Mr SH Nyathikazi (0834033291), my supervisor Dr Steven Parbanath (033 845 8843) or the Institutional Research Ethics Administrator on 031 373 2375. Complaints can be reported to the Director: Research and Postgraduate Support Dr L Linganiso on 031 373 2577 or researchdirector@dut.ac.za.

CONSENT LETTER
Full Title of the Study: The adoption of E-Learning as a remote teaching and learning methodology in the tertiary institutions during covid-19: A case study of the University of KwaZulu Natal
Names of Researcher/s: Siphamandla Handsome Nyathikazi
Statement of Agreement to Participate in the Research Study:

I……………………………………………………., hereby confirm that I have been    informed by the researcher, Siphamandla Handsome Nyathikazi about the nature, conduct, benefits and risks of this study 


I have also received, read and understood the above written information (Participant Letter of

Information) regarding the study.


I am aware that the results of the study, including personal details regarding my sex, age, date of birth, initials and diagnosis will be anonymously processed into a study report.


In view of the requirements of research, I agree that the data collected during this study can be processed in a computerised system by the researcher.

I may, at any stage, without prejudice, withdraw my consent and participation in the study.

I have had sufficient opportunity to ask questions and (of my own free will) declare myself prepared to participate in the study.

I understand that significant new findings developed during this research which may

relate to my participation will be made available to me.
Full Name of Participant
Date
Time
Signature/Right
Thumbprint

I, Sphamandla Handsome Nyathikazi herewith confirm that the above participant has been fully informed about the nature, conduct and risks of the above study.

Full Name of Researcher
Date
Signature
Full Name of Witness (If applicable)
Date
Signature
Full Name of Legal Guardian (If applicable) Date
Signature
30 April 2021

