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Abstract: Beginning in early childhood, large numbers of girls enrol in school. In 
the Southern Africa region, neither basic nor higher education is provided at little 
or no cost to learners, students and their families.  Evidence suggests that keeping 
girls in school when they reach higher grades appears to be linked to whether or 
not education is affordable. Therefore, it is possible that successful sequencing 
[prioritising education over sexual relationships] for some adolescent girls and 
young women (AG&YW) is facilitated by transactional sex; without which, they 
remain uneducated and locked in poverty. Even in the absence of an appetite for a 
luxurious lifestyle or consumption of luxury consumer goods, the costs of 
education mean that transactional sex may remain a feature of some girls and 
young women’s lives.
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